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International Visitors - Kenya

This school has been
very busy with visitors
recently. Barry and
Gail from Australia
visited and donated
funds to purchase
tables and chairs for
teachers, and new
desks for students.
The students are
greatly encouraged with wider desks that books and
pencils don’t slide off! Now each teacher has a chair!
We are very grateful for extra donations that enhance
education for the students. Computer education has
been added to the curriculum for the older students.
These skills are needed when the students go on to
High School or Vocational College after they complete
their Primary Education.

Earlier this year Alayne, (Chairperson of our Board
in Japan) Kathi one of our generous supporters, and
her sister Karen (from U.S.A.) visited the school. They
really enjoyed their visit and meeting the teachers and
staff, and the children who they sponsor. These ladies
were moved and challenged to see the work of the
staff and have returned home to Japan with a new desire to raise financial support to allow the school
to function efficiently.
One of the gratest needs
is an onsite water supply.
At present, teachers and
students, assisted by Rod
the donkey, are walking
a 5km round trip to the
spring to get their daily
supply.

HELP NEEDED!
Drill for Water Appeal

Currently the students and teachers are walking
a 5km round trip to get their daily water supply
We’d like your help to change this! Funds raised
for this tax deductible project will be used to drill
a bore at the school so that they will have direct
access to drinking water.
If you’d like to contribute, please fill out and
return the encolosed form, or donate on our
website. Please mark your donation as
“Kenyan Water Project”

www.deafaction.org.au

PHILIPPINES

Graduations in the Philippines

The school year in the Philippines ended in April. The
schools at Davao and Ligao have both celebrated with
Graduation Ceremonies and Commencement Activities. Graduation is very important to the students after
studying for more than 12 years to finish high school
and another 4 years to complete College. That’s more

than 16 years at school! They should be congratulated.
The Commencement Activities help the students prepare for the new school year after the holidays. They
meet their new teachers and learn about their subjects for the next grade.

LIGAO
Fishermen of Christ Learning Centre
The seven students in blue gowns celebrated their Graduation from Senior High
School at Ligao. This is a great achievement
for them after more than twelve years of
study. The students in white are graduates
from lower grades. The senior teachers are
also in this photo (right).
This school continues to achieve a high
standard of education and provide many
opportunities for the students to excel.
Faith M came 4th in the First Regional
Braille and Sign Language Competition for
schools. She represented the school in the
signing section. She is front-right in the group below.

Four deaf couples who started Micro Enterprise Businesses are continuing to do well. Jonas’ wedding decoration business and Rommel’s tool sharpening business are also going well. Other ex-students make shirts,
bracelets, food, snacks, candies, popcorn which they
sell through the shop, plus an online store set up by
the school. Wow! Great things are happening at this
school!

Past Students Success
Sue and Charles from Australia visited in March and
took the whole school and teachers on a swimming day
at Twin Peaks Resort. This was a real treat for the students. Other visitors have helped the school in many
ways. We thank them all.
The School Shop continues to raise funds to support
the education of the students by selling poultry, pork,
rice, fruit, vegetables, eggs, and cooked food for lunch
and snacks. Farm produce is also a valuable source of
income through selling copra from coconuts and roasted cacao beans. Two piglets, other fattened pigs and 2
older sows were also sold, and two new mother pigs
are now pregnant.

Past students Sarah Jane and Clay Ann have been studying at teachers college and recently
returned to their old
school for 3 months
teaching practice.

DAVAO
Deaf Ministries Institute

At the Graduation Ceremony in Davao 3 students graduated from College (in black caps) 8 students graduated
from Senior High School (in yellow caps) and the 12 students in white graduated from Primary School.
All students receive an Honour or Award for something
they excel in. Students who will return to school, meet
in their new grades to get to know their new teachers
and the subjects they will learn after the holidays. Congratulations to all students!

At the ‘Night of Nights’ concert this year. All the students from Kinder to College dressed up, danced and
performed in the concert. This gives students an opportunity to develop confidence and learn new skills. It is
always a fantastic night. Even the little children are included and gain confidence in their abilities. The teachers are wonderful coaches and help the students sew
fancy costumes and make stage decorations.

BACOLOD
Dormitory

There are 17 deaf students now staying in the dormitory sothey can attend school. They travel home most
weekends. 6 students are attending the Special Education Center at a Bacolod Primary School, and 11 students are studying at Bacolod City High School which
caters for deaf students.

They are lovingly cared for by the house parents Albert
and Kim. Anmarie, a new tutor, has been appointed
and she helps the students with many after school tasks
and activities. Dona, an ex-student who completed her
study last year is now the cook. Dona is on the left hand
side and Anmarie on the right side in the photo.
Deafness Awareness Week was celebrated in Novem-

ber. Parents visited Bacolod and joined their children
for a Family Day at the beach. Students also dressed as
a book character and joined in a dance parade. It was
a happy time of celebration for the families. Christmas
was celebrated with the adult deaf community in Bacolod. Parents joined the fun and games at the dormitory party and gifts were exchanged.
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Consider making a tax deductible donation before June 30

DRCONGO
New School

Allain, one of our workers in the DRCongo, saw the need
for education of deaf children and worked towards
starting this school at Beni in the northern Kivu area.
It was opened in 2018 and needs ongoing sponsorship
support to continue. There has been much unrest in
the area due to terrorising rebel groups. Ebola has also
been a big problem. Many local people and some International workers have died from this disease.
There are 2 classes and a total of about 30 students.
The students are also taught how to avoid infection
from Ebola that is still prevalent in the Congo.

Students

UGANDA

All our students in Uganda have experienced severe
hardship. Some are orphans, or one parent in the family
is deceased. Some mothers of our students even work
as manual labourers in quarries or farms to provide for
their children. Thank you sponsors for supporting the
educational needs of these students.
Mary, Prossy, Brian, Yuba and Sam are making good progress at their schools. Allan, Jordan, Solome and Ken-

Financial support is urgently needed for
everyday running costs and to
buy teaching materials.
Please contact the Sponsorship Coordinator if
you would like to sponsor this school.
You can choose to sponsor for $20 or $40 per
month. Your gift of education will change the
lives of these deaf children who have never
attended a school for the deaf before.

Teachers

neth have moved to a different school this year. They
are very happy at their new school, Mulago School for
the Deaf, and their photo shows (next page) the confidence they have gained. It has a good sports program
and the school plans to introduce knitting and tailoring classes so the students can learn extra skills away
from class work. This recent photo of these 4 students
shows how happy and confident they are in this school

Learning to Support Themselves

Sylvia and Peter are completing their final studies in
Institutional Catering at Malaika Vocational Training Institute and will finish this year. Sylvia has organised a
group of students to start an income generating activity with hearing students. They make Chapattis and sell
them to their neighbours. The students are saving their
earnings and hope to continue their project to a larger
scale to support themselves in the future.

Allan, Jordan, Solome and Kenneth

which has provided good education for deaf students in
Uganda for many years.
At Wakiso Secondary School for the Deaf, Rachel is
in her last year and will sit for her Senior 4 Certificate
of Education exam in November this year. She has also
been elected as a school prefect and is a member of the
school netball team. They hope to win the Inter-School
Competition this year. Winnie has completed Senior 4
and started her course in Hairdressing at Malaika Vocational Training Institute in May. She and her mum are
very grateful for sponsorship.

Sylvia (Centre)
Peter

Rachel

Winnie

ZAMBIA and RWANDA
Our only 2 students in Zambia are both attending schools
that cater for deaf students. Lewis, our deaf leader in Zambia
is with Maliza in the photo.
Hastings has now advanced to Year 3 at High School.
In Rwanda, Uwimana is continuing her degree in Business
Studies at Kigale University. Thank you for sponsoring them.

Uwimana

Maliza

Hastings
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MYANMAR

Muir School for the Deaf

The students celebrated
Christmas with the deaf people at Pyin Daw Oo village and
also went on a picnic to Mt.
Canedy which is the second
highest mountain in the Chin
area. No sandwiches on this
picnic; but the cooks take hot
food in pots and serve the
children sitting on big plastic
sheets.
There are 41 students attending this school and staying in the dormitory. The government requires the
students in grades 7 and above to attend the local hearing High School but
sadly no interpreters are provided by the school. So when they return to the
dormitory after school, they need to do homework! Our teachers help explain what they have learned. This does make learning more difficult, but the
students are progressing at this hearing school with help from our teachers.
Life at the school is happy. The
children do homework, play
games and help with garden or
other jobs after school. Most of
the students will return to live in
their country towns; the literacy
and numeracy skills they learn at
school help them in everyday life.
There are now 8 big fat pigs doing
well on the leftovers and green
plants grown in the school garden. This is another source of revenue for the
school.
Finance to complete the ceiling of our deaf centre at Pyin Daw Oo village was
donated by a couple from Japan. We are very grateful for the extra donations
that our supporters give for specific projects. Other visitors have been from
local towns and the children enjoy having visitors. The school has finished
their school year and the children have gone home for the monsoon season
even though travel on unmade roads is very difficult.

Thank you sponsors and supporters!
We are very grateful for your
ongoing financial support of our
program; whether it be our deaf
students or our schools for the deaf
which they attend.

Tax-deductible
Donations:

Please make cheques payable to:
Deaf Action
Details for EFT: BSB: 633-000		
Account: 145834263
Credit Card facility available at office
Paypal facility (secure) on website

Deaf Action
P O Box 395
Beaconsfield, Victoria 3807
Australia			
Phone: 03 5940 5431

e-mail: info@deafaction.org.au

Sponsorship Coordinator:
Jenny Reid

e-mail: jenny.reid@deafmin.org
Phone or txt: 0411 118 507

