[t £
Christmas IN AWAR ZONE

Muir School for the Deaf - Myanmar

Against all odds and working in
one of the most hostile environ-
ments on earth, the Muir School
for the Deaf is continuing to run
as well as it possibly can. Staff
and students were able to cheer-
{ fully celebrate an early Christ-
mas with a delicious barbecue
amidst the sounds and vibrations
of heavy artillery in the streets
outside. Kalay is still a battle-
ground with road routes in and
: ; out of the city closed. Gunfire
continues every night in the downtown area leading some
concerned parents to take their children out of school for
their safety. Yet many children remain at the school - along
with the brave staff - as their parents consider the school to
be safer than their home.
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Classes continue. The biggest challenge for the operation of
the school is electric power. The government can no longer
supply sufficient power and the school has to rely on so-
lar-powered light. The current solar panel is too small and
cannot give as much consistent light as they need. They plan
to buy one more solar panel with kind financial support from
DMI Norway.
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KENYA

Immanuel Integrated Christian School

Congratulations to the students and staff of the Immanuel
Integrated Christian School in Kenya who have successfully
transitioned up and on! The school celebrated the transition
of their students from Junior Secondary to High School as
well as from Primary to Junior Secondary and Kindergarten
to Primary School. The Grade 8 students transitioned to High
School whilst the Grade 6 students transitioned to Junior
Secondary School. Both hearing and Deaf students also
graduated from Kindergarten to Primary School. These are
significant advancements in the lives of the students and all
at the school - including parents - heartily celebrate these
graduations.

Annual Parents Day was also celebrated. According to school
culture, the parents get to interact with the teachers and stu-
dents one-on-one to enhance good relationships with each
other.

The Poultry Project is going

{ well. They started with 200
chicks and the growth is

4 amazing. The school farm

| continues to produce good
corn and beans that will help
to supplement their feeding
program.

BURUNDI

The school farm project ensures that the students learn how
to plant, grow, and care for the plants which give them food
at the end of
every season. It
creates respon-
sibility, career
development
and social-eco-
nomic uplift for
the students.
Students con-
tinue to grow
their knowledge
in Permaculture
Farmlng and in

IICS received new white-
boards from a generous
supporter. The commu-

| nity at lICS continues

to receive compliments
for its successful inte-
gration program. The
government continues
to take a keen interest in
its success in operations
and management.

Ephphatha School for the Deaf

14 DeafBlind
students contin-
ue their studies
at school. A
SIL team from
America and Co-
™ lombia conduct-
ed two training
workshops. SIL
is a global, faith-
: based nonprofit
organisation that works with local communities to develop
language solutions that expand possibilities for a better life of
individuals. 14 DeafBlind students participated in one work-
shop along with 14 Deaf student guides, 9 school staff and

5 parents. After the workshop was completed, SIL organised
quality eye exams for the 14 DeafBlind students. Deaf Action
Burundi plans to hold Burundi Sign Language classes in sever-
al places for family members of DeafBlind students.




UGANDA

Ugandan National Association for the Deaf Vocational College

We have two students who will be commencing their studies this year at UNAD. Solome will continue her second year
course in sweater making. Mary will be taking a course in tailoring.
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PHILIPPINES

Bacolod Boarding House

Online learning will finish on May 31st 2024 when the 2023- = 2l Realyn and Gerald are studying hard with

2024 school year ends. This is very exciting as online learning ? = their online modules using laptops. Ger-

has sometimes been difficult for the students. The students * : ald will be graduating this year and has

will return to school in person for the new academic year on b2 ; expressed interest in attending the Deaf

29th July 2024. &  “ 4" ¥ Evangelistic Alliance Foundation Bible

A A College in Laguna to become a teacher.

His passion is to teach Deaf children. If
you would like to help him with further

studies, it is PHP57600 (AUSS$1600) per year.

Please note it is not tax-deductible and

the amount will be donated to DM, not

DA.

Ryan Menoza is continuing his studies at

the Deaf Evangelistic Alliance Founda-

tion, Inc. He is now a second year college

student.

Gerald

Ryan

feed for them all. They have also spent time building relation-
ships with the staff and students - precious friendships that
will last a lifetime. A big thank you to the mission team mem-
bers and all those at Berwick Church of Christ who have been
supporting them and Bicol Deaf Action! More mission trips
are in the making. Contact Kay at kay.vannamen@deafmin.
org if you're 4

= . : interested
Fifteen men and women from the Berwick Church of Christ in joining

completed a 2 week mission trip to BDA in January. Led by one.
Chris Hennequin, the team worked to replace the roof of the

Grade 7 classroom - the sole remaining building in the school

with a thatch roof - with galvanised iron. They also provid-

ed the school with 20 laptops, iPads and a projector. They

replaced 100 chairs (that really needed replacing!) with new

ones and bought 100 new chickens for the farm with enough

General Fund Campaign

Would you please consider making monthly donations to our General Fund? This would be very
helpful in supporting the hundreds of Deaf students, teachers and support staff in our fields.

You can find information about donations on the back of the newsletter.
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We urgently' heed sponsors! to
supportithese students!

¢
Princess Jeliane Broqueza  Aung Zaw Heay (Boy) Masika Kdlwana Bravyne Junior  (Boy)
(Girh Grade 7 Grade 4 (qirh Grade 1 Grade 1
Ligao, Philippines Mydnmar Beni, D.R.Congo Kenya

https:/[deafmin.ora/child-sponsorship/
info@deafaction.org.au

DR CONGO

Beni School

Staff suspended agricultural activities

in the school garden from November
because of the dry season. The harsh
conditions of the dry season have a

dire effect on garden production and
finding water is difficult due to distance.
The best solution would be a drilling

Beni School would like to say a big thank
you to supporters for gifting them a new

3 wheeled motorbike. It will greatly assist
the school in transporting the harvest from
across three fields. It was on our 2024 pro-
ject wish list and we are grateful to achieve

DMI UK supporters raised funds to give
the Beni students gifts for Christmas.
These included biscuits, sweets, juice
boxes and balloons. The students were
also given new school uniforms and
school bags which they were very thank-

. . this wish!
ful for and excited to receive. fountain at the school, but the drilling
A new toilet block of five toilets was erected for fountain is costly, at around AUD10,000
~ AUD15,000.

the secondary school. Before these were built
there was a severe shortage of toilets so having
these installed brought great relief! Construc-
tion of the five toilets (one for the teachers,
two for the girl students and two for the boy
students) involved eleven workers, six of whom
were Deaf. The team at Deaf Action Congo
wish to express their thanks to DMI for having
responded to this major request.

Food has been provided three times
weekly. In October, students were eating
sweet potatoes and beans from their
harvest. In November, it was rice and
beans.




LIGAO TEACHERS' EDUCATION FUND CAMPAIGN

Teachers at FCLC are receiving much less pay than the local government school
rates. FCLC is lucky to have these teachers who are willing to stay on to teach Deaf
students when they could be receiving more money from other schools. These
teachers really have a great heart to serve. We are looking to change this, by bet-
ter supporting our teachers through a salary increase. Would you be able to help
with this, by giving $40 per month to support the Ligao teachers?

Contact: Kay van Namen (Sponsorship Coordinator)
kay.vannamen@deafmin.org @Mﬂ DENATI®NSS
I s, ChristianiMinistryfSchool)
Employmentiand
2024 Wish List | —

Here is a list of all the
things Deaf Action and
DMI would love to
achieve in 2024. We are
excited to report that,

ﬁ Details for bank Transfer:
— SWIFT CODE: BENDAU3B
BSB: 633-000
Account: 145833539

2024 Projecks Wish Lisk

African Bible School, Rwanda USD260,000.

Nairobi Church buildin3 usbi8,000.
M Motorbikes USD10,000.

Credit Card facility available

thanks to our generous ;'f ¥ | Papy’s universiky study USDHS0. &l through Australian office or
supporters, we have b Judith's universiy skudy USD2000. PayPal (secure) on website.
already achieved some K Burundi Church and Trqinm3 cenkre ET——
of the goals on the list! usp420,000 :

We cannot receive funds from US

supporters for

as the US government has sanctioned
these countries. Please donate to other

fields, or to the general fund with an

email to Susi indicating which field(s)

funds are intended for.
susianti.tjhai@deafmin.org

Thank you! | (¥ LICS (Kenya), Toilek and painking of the
School. 4sb2400.
Beni School 3 wheeled motorbike. USD
3000.
School and dorm in Minovg (DRC) USD
60,000.

How are you receiving your newsletter? USAlinquiries:

We spend approximately $6,650AUD a year on hard copy newsletters. This is a good
use of funds if readers don’t have email addresses or find the hard copy easier to
read. We love being able to bring you the news from the fields as regularly as pos-
sible. But for those who do have email, we can save some of that money and send
more of it to the Deaf in need.
Can you make the change from hard copy newsletters to email versions?
If you can, send us an email to info@deafaction.org.au with your pre-

ferred mail address, requesting to make the change to e-newsletters.
Thank you for your ongoing support of Deaf Action. _$&

Deaf{Ministries|International

Sponsorship Coordinator:
Kay van Namen
info@deafaction.org.au

Deaf Ministries International
P.0.Box 395, Beaconsfield,
Victoria, Australia, 3807

I

+61 3 5940 5431

Andrew Miller Matthijs Ter;)stra Susi Tjhai (S MS /Wh atsA ) )
+610 487 209 881

Thank you for conkinuing &0 suppore our 5chool skudents, ',_:f "\ Neville Muir (OAM)
tedchers and self -suskaindbiley projeces. o d& o Lill Muir
Warm regqrdo, Kay (Sponsorship coordingeor) " DMI ¢ DA Founder



